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November 2011 Annual Meeting 

The Association’s Annual meeting held on November 10th in Jamesburg was a success. We were pleased to have a large attendance and outstanding speakers.  Vice President and Chairperson Regina Lamptey of Port Authority of New York and New Jersey presided over the program that featured Cynthia Herrington of the Herrington Group.  Ms. Herrington took us through the various web sites that store informative internet data.  Dr. William B. Head provided insight into the differences between psychiatry and psychology and the use of each specialty in the managing of worker’s compensation claim. The panel discussion on use of diagnostic tests in diagnosing bulging discs, herniation, and disc protrusions featured Dr. Michael Lospinosa.  
Director Calderone led a panel of employer and legal representatives that discussed actions and inactions that force employees to go to attorneys and file petitions. 

The positive feed back from the attendees was a credit to the hard work of the program committee.

Memorium
The Association was deeply saddened with the passing of our Secretary Maura Bala in October. Maura performed the administrative duties of the NJSIA for the past 30 years, serving as an invaluable, conscientious asset for our membership.
She was a good friend and a wonderful lady.  Our condolences are extended to her children, Marc, Alex and Claire. The Association is planning a formal tribute to her during the May program in Atlantic City.
Spring Meeting & Vendor Fair-May 3-4, 2012, Harrah’s in Atlantic City
The Program committee is working on an agenda for the Atlantic City meeting that that will be informative and feature lively discussions.  Registration forms will be mailed in January. Mark the date and plan to join us for a program that will feature discussions on Pulmonary Occupational diseases, Informal hearings, Medical bill claim petitions, Medicare, and additional interesting topics. 

Legislative Alert- A3166/S676
Important that all employers and carriers advise the Governor of their opposition to the Hand/Foot bill that increases the awards for disabilities in excess of 25%. This bill is not supported by the Commissioner of Labor or the Director of the Division of Workers’ Compensation.  Although our Association has written to the Governor, we urge individual members to make their positions known to his office.
Litigation update:
Ippolito v. County of Bergen Road Dept. - decided August 1, 2011 by the Honorable Philip A. Tornetta, J.W.C. - Judge ruled the petitioner proved that a second non work related injury was a natural consequence of the work related accident and was not the result of any unrelated intervening event that broke the chain of causation to the work related accident.

Collins v. P.I. E., Nationwide & NJ Self Insurers Guarantee Association- decided August 15, 2011 by the Honorable Philip A. Tornetta, J. W. C. Petitioner filed a reopener of a formal award against the respondent and the Guaranty Fund based on an injury suffered on December 1, 1989. The Judge found that since the NJSIGA was established on April 16, 1993 and was retroactive to October 1, 1990, the reopener did not fall under the purview of the NJSIGA statutes. Accordingly the petitioner was denied benefits from the NJSIGA based on this injury.
J.K v. Audubon Savings Bank- decided July 27, 2011 by the Honorable George H. Gangloff, J.W.C. Petitioner alleged she needed medical treatment due to occupational distress arising from actions of her supervisor. The Judge dismissed the motion holding that the emotional condition was not proven to be the result of objectively stressful work conditions.
News from the National Council of Self Insurers- Larry Holt, Ex. Secretary
Business Insurance reports employers are opting to incur additional costs by leaving WC claims open rather than satisfy Medicare set aside funding requirements for closing cases with prescription drug expenses.  The high numbers from Medicare for prescriptions cause many companies to reject settlements.   A study prepared by The National Council of Compensation Insurance (NCCI) advises prescription drugs account for 19% of workers’ compensation costs.
Division updates

There are 49 Judges presently serving in the Division. 
Due to rising medical costs, insurance premiums will be increased by 3.95% in 2012. (Medical cost now is 54% of WC costs.)
Employers need to watch medical bill re-pricing and protect their employees from balance billing by providers. Remember, employers control medical treatment. New Jersey remains one of the few states that permit the employer/carrier to control medical treatment. 
Grover Czech will be retiring as Director of the Compensation Rating & Inspection Bureau (CRIB). His replacement is Frederick A. Huber. 

The Division’s Courts System phase four should be operational by January 2012. 

Second Injury Fund- There has been no action taken by the legislature or the administration to address the financial problems of the Fund. Every two weeks benefits of $7,000,000 are paid to disabled workers. The Fund needs to continuously borrow money from the General Fund to make these payments. There is an unfunded liability of $4.2 billion for the next 25 years. (Many states have abolished their 2nd Injury Funds.) 

Workers’ Compensation Research Institute (WCRI) is preparing an evaluation of the Worker’s Compensation system in 16 states including New Jersey. The report is due in 2012.
Factors that drive employees to attorneys: 
Unpaid medical bills, unreturned phone calls, late payment of temporary disability, interfering with the recommendations of the authorized doctor, denying cases reported late, (statute permits notice within 90 days). 

Remember to talk to the injured employee, advise him of his rights and benefits, if you don’t his attorney will. Make voluntary offers where warranted.
Please take note of our new address and phone: 
P. O. Box 3455, Mercerville, NJ 08619. 609-587-4304, Kappa59@AOL.com. 
Website is njselfinsurers.com
Thanks to John Geany, Matt Gitterman, Michael Greenwood and John Jasieniecki for their assistance to the Association. And a very special thanks to Carol Wright who has been a valuable member of our team .
Welcome to new members:
Atlantic & Cape May Counties Association of School Business Officials, Burlington County Joint Insurance Fund, Gloucester, and  Cumberland & Salem School Districts Joint Insurance Fund and their representative Robert J. Oldt, Jr.   
NJSIA History
On February 8, 1933 the membership of the Manufacturer’s Council of New Jersey voted to change their name to the New Jersey Self Insurers Association and determined that their function should be primarily to serve Self Insurers in New Jersey. The first Board of Managers of the Association included representatives from General Electric, Western Electric, Western Union, Johns Manville and Merck. Samuel B. Libbey was elected to serve as President.
Board of Managers
President

James Strahan, Gerresheimer Glass. 
856-794-7127. jstrahan@gerresheimer.com
Vice- President

Regina Lamptey- Port Authority NYNJ
212-435-5853. rlamptey@panynj.gov
Treasurer

Donna Wrobel- Archdiocese of Newark
973-497-4044. wrobeldo@rcan.org
Thad Franklin, Owens Illinois, Inc

567-336-2064. Thad,Franklin@O-I.com
Tenita Gibson-, E.I. DuPont Chamber Works.856-540-2953. Teniita.F.Gibson@usa.dupont.com
A. Wayne Klokis, Johnson & Johnson
732-524-3222. wklokis@corus.jnj.com
Trudy Mandia, Atlanticare
609-407-2381. 

Gertrude.Mandia@atlanticare.org

Barbara Marshall- First Energy Corp.
330-384-5270. marshalb@firstenergycorp.com
John M. Neyer, Verizon
908-559-6427. john.n.neyer@verizon.com

Vicky Pagidas, Public Services Corp.
973-430-7383. Vicky.pagidas@pseg.com
Dana Veronica, Wegmans Food Markets
856-488-2742. dana.veronica@wegmans.com
Executive Secretary

James C. Knicos

Office 609-587-4304

Cell- 609-915-3246

Kappa59@aol.com

The Board of Managers wishes everyone a Happy Holiday Season and a joyous New Year.

NOTE:  Board of Manager Opportunities.
Any representative of a self insured member company interested in serving on the Board of Managers should contact Jim Knicos for more information at 609-587-4304.  Please also note that your company does not have to be a self-insured employer to be a member of the Association.  As a matter of fact, that’s the case for many of our member companies who fund their workers compensation obligations using various insurance mechanisms.  What our member companies do have in common is the desire to keep their workers’ compensation programs on the cutting edge and to keep abreast of various legislative changes and court decisions that can impact their programs – and their bottom lines.  
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